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Chairman Collin C. Peterson
Statement

U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Agriculture

Full Committee Business Meeting to consider 

H.Con.Res. 25, expressing the sense of Congress that it is the goal of the United States that, not later than January 1, 2025, the agricultural, forestry, and working land of the United States should provide from renewable resources not less than 25 percent of the total energy consumed in the United States and continue to produce safe, abundant, and affordable food, feed, and fiber
May 17, 2007

The 25 by 25 Resolution sets a national energy independence goal that by the year 2025, twenty-five percent of the total energy consumed in the U.S. should come from homegrown renewable sources including biofuels, livestock waste, wind, and sun. 

Last year, when my good friend Mr. Goodlatte was in the Chairman’s seat, we passed this legislation out of Committee. Since the bill didn’t get considered on the House floor, we reintroduced the resolution this year and again received strong bipartisan support. 

There are many bills out there introduced by Members of Congress who want to cash in on the rush to support renewable energy production. However, we must be careful in our review of these proposals because some of them would cause more problems than they would solve for these growing industries. We must be sure that government’s red tape does not tie the hands of entrepreneurs and hinder rural residents who want to invest in renewable energy production systems – whether that is an ethanol plant, a windmill, a methane digester or any other idea that will reduce dependence on foreign energy sources. 

Expanding the production and use of renewable energy is an important priority, not just for agriculture but for the entire country in our pursuit of energy independence. As renewable energy use continues to expand, new innovations, including the promising growth of cellulosic ethanol, will not just provide for our energy needs; they will also have environmental and conservation benefits. Renewable energy production in rural areas is revitalizing these communities, bringing jobs and economic life back to places that need them.

The 25 by 25 resolution is a statement of our commitment to support the development of renewable energy sources. I believe that we can not only meet but exceed the goal of 25 percent by 2025, but every journey starts with a first step, and this resolution is a very important first step that we can take to achieving energy independence.

Collin C. Peterson, Minnesota
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