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H.R. 926, the ‘Strengthening the Ownership of Private Property Act of 2007’ or the ‘STOPP Act of 2007’
May 17, 2007

H.R. 926, the STOPP Act of 2007, introduced by my colleagues on this Committee, Representative Stephanie Herseth-Sandlin from South Dakota, and the Ranking Member, Representative Bob Goodlatte of Virginia, would prohibit all Federal rural development assistance to States and governments who abuse the power of eminent domain by seizing private property for private development purposes. 

In 2005, this Committee considered and marked up an eminent domain bill, eventually passing the Herseth-Goodlatte bipartisan substitute that addressed the concerns many members of this Committee had identified with the original legislation. The substitute this Committee passed in the 109th Congress is identical to the STOPP bill we are considering today.  

Passage of the STOPP Act is necessary to ensure that fair property rights are respected as the Constitution envisioned.  The Kelo v. City of New London decision handed down by the Supreme Court in 2005 gives State and local governments broad power to seize property to generate tax revenue, including the taking of private property for the benefit of another individual or corporation. 

The STOPP Act will prohibit Federal funding for governments that misuse eminent domain to take property from one private party and give it to another private party.  When abuses occur, the STOPP Act will prohibit localities and states from receiving federal economic assistance not just on that project, but on all economic development projects for which they are eligible. This bill also addresses cases where a State or locality may attempt to circumvent eminent domain misuse by applying the prohibition to any development entity, including non-governmental bodies. 

While this bill cracks down on private land transfers, it would not prohibit the use of eminent domain for traditional public purposes. Exceptions will be made for public interest and other infrastructure needs such as public utilities, hospitals, roads, pipelines, emergency or disaster situations, or other rights of way.  

H.R. 926 addresses many of the concerns this Committee had with previous eminent domain legislation by allowing States and localities that misuse the power of eminent domain to regain Federal funding eligibility by returning the property it has taken. This bill also makes appropriate definitions to draw a line on what types of condemnation will be allowed and what will not.


The STOPP Act merely encourages States and local governments to make better decisions on when to use the power of eminent domain.  Passage of H.R. 926 is an important step in preserving the rights of private property owners and I urge its approval.

Collin C. Peterson, Minnesota


                     Chairman








U.S. House of Representatives


110th Congress








