June 8, 2015

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

As members of the COOL Reform Coalition, we write to express our strong support for H.R.
2393, the Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) Amendments Act of 2015. Thanks to bipartisan
leadership in the House of Representatives, this legislation, introduced by House Agriculture
Committee Chairman Mike Conaway (R-TX) and Rep. Jim Costa (D-CA), would effectively
respond to last month’s World Trade Organization (WTO) final ruling against the U.S. COOL
requirements for muscle cuts of beef and pork.

On May 29, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body adopted the fourth and final report that confirms
the U.S. COOL requirements for muscle cuts of beef and pork violate U.S. international trade
obligations. Canada and Mexico are moving to institute retaliatory tariffs against U.S. exports as
soon as possible. So, it is now critical that Congress enact corrective legislation before
adjourning for August recess.

Likely targets of retaliatory tariffs are clear. Canada has issued a preliminary retaliation list
targeting a broad spectrum of commodities and manufactured products that would affect every
state in the country. Mexico has not announced a preliminary retaliation list, but has
implemented retaliatory tariffs in the past which may be indicative of future tariff opportunities.
Reports indicate that the retaliatory tariffs could total over $3.5 billion in the first year. We invite
you to review the state-by-state retaliatory analysis available at www.COOLReform.com.

Given the negative impact on the U.S. manufacturing and agriculture economies, we respectfully
submit that it would be intolerable for the United States to maintain, even briefly, requirements
that have been deemed non-compliant by the WTO rules that the U.S. was instrumental in
writing. This is especially true because experience has shown that once such export sales are lost,
it takes years to recover market share. Retaliatory tariffs against the U.S. would leave exports
punished, farm prices depressed, businesses hurt and jobs lost.

We respectfully urge you to vote in favor of H.R. 2393 when it comes to the House floor later
this week.


http://www.coolreform.com/

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter and for helping save American food
production, agriculture and manufacturing from severe economic harm.

Sincerely,
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