Chairman Lucas, Congressman Peterson, and members of the committee thank you for
holding this hearing on the future of US farm policy and the formulation of the 2012
Farm Bill.

I am Craig Adams, am my family has been in production agriculture starting as
sharecroppers for at least four generations in southern Ohio and have grown our business
to 1,700 acres of which 900 are owned. We have a diversified operation raising corn,
soybeans, wheat, hay, pasture, commercial beef cows, and kids. My wife Kim is an
educator with a master in curriculum supervision. We have two children in college and
one in middle school.

Because of the 1980°s farm crises, poor yields, 18% interest, and no functional crop
insurance, | am the only Wilmington College agriculture graduate of 1979 still engaged
in full time production. All of us who started farming in this time frame are survivors of
or near bankruptcy. Without the 1985 farm bill and a community bank that believed in
young men with dreams, | would not be here today.

With high commodity prices and an over extended federal budget, there is a push to
eliminate or substantially reduce government support of agriculture. | believe everyone
receiving federal USDA dollars should share equally in reductions. During the late
1990’s there was public outcry over congressionally approved crop disaster payments.
Crop insurance in its current form is the most effective answer to short crop years. Any
producer who desires an effective risk management tool can purchase crop insurance.
Agriculture will accept reductions in FSA programs for crop insurance to survive.
Independent company’s servicing independent agents whom dispense advice to farmers
using 30 — 40 year historic yield databases to get true production patterns, not weather
fluctuations, helping mitigate premium increases stemming from catastrophic loss. We
need an insurance program that’s affordable to all crop producers across the US.
Commodity markets are cyclical and our self-produced food is a national asset. If all risk
is removed via shallow loss | fear the unintended consequence could be the loss of
affordable insurance.

Spring is the time of renewal, with baby animals entering the world and crops peaking
through the warm soil seeking the sun’s energy. Be like a farmer Chairman Lucas and
nurture our farm bill to passage.

Thank You,

Craig Adams
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