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Honorable Lisa P. Jackson

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Ms. Jackson,

Regulations by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can have far-reaching consequences
for businesses across the country. For that reason, your agency’s regulatory agenda has been a
frequent topic of interest at hearings held by the House Committee on Agriculture.

At multiple hearings, farmers, ranchers, and rural Americans have voiced their apprehensions
about EPA. Our constituents are concerned that regulations under consideration on a variety of
issues ranging from dust to gypsum will be costly, difficult to implement, and unworkable for
farmers and ranchers.

On a recent trip to Illinois, President Obama called these concerns “unfounded.” In testimony at
our March 10, 2011 hearing on EPA regulations and agriculture, you mentioned “myths” about
EPA’s intentions and said that mischaracterizations of your agency’s actions prevent “real
dialogue to address our greatest problems.”

I agree that uncertainty surrounding potential regulations is harmful. When businesses are
hesitant to make job-creating investments, it is not only farmers and ranchers that suffer, but
entire communities. With unemployment stagnant around nine percent, we simply cannot afford
to perpetuate uncertainty for our businesses.

For that reason, after your testimony before our Committee, a bipartisan group of lawmakers sent
you a list of questions for the record to clarify your agency’s intentions and the potential effects
EPA actions will have on agriculture. We sent these questions nearly six months ago, and have
yet to receive a response.

Our Committee is not raising idle concerns; we are seeking forthright answers that will help
farmers and ranchers make important business decisions.
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By clarifying your agency’s intent through these questions, you can help dispel any
mischaracterizations of regulations which are currently under consideration by your agency and
give American businesses the regulatory certainty they need to invest in our economy.

[ look forward to seeing your responses soon so that we can help our farmers, ranchers, and
businesses move forward with confidence.

Sincerely,

Frank D. Lucas



