
 

 

 

Division N, Agriculture Provisions of The Heroes Act 2.0 
 
TITLE I—LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 
 
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FOR BENEFIT OF UNPAID CASH SELLERS OF LIVESTOCK. – The bill 
establishes a livestock dealer trust fund to ensure that livestock producers making cash transactions are 
paid for their animals. 
 
SEC. 102. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR MARKET-READY LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY LOSSES. – The bill 
provides payments for livestock and poultry that are depopulated due to processing plant shut-downs 
and back-ups because of the health emergency. Payments may not exceed the average market value of 
the market ready livestock or poultry on the date of depopulation.  Packer-owned animals are not 
eligible for coverage. 
 
SEC. 103. ANIMAL DISEASE PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT RESPONSE. – The bill provides $300 
million to support improved animal health surveillance and laboratory capacity in this public health 
emergency. 
 
SEC. 104. GRANTS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MEAT AND POULTRY FACILITIES TO ALLOW FOR 
INTERSTATE SHIPMENT. – The bill establishes a program to make facility upgrade and planning grants to 
existing meat and poultry processors to help them move to Federal Inspection and be able to sell their 
products across state lines. The bill will also require USDA to work with all States and report on ways to 
improve the existing Cooperative Interstate Shipment program. 
 
SEC. 105. PAYMENTS TO CONTRACT PRODUCERS. – The bill provides $1.25 billion to assist contract 
growers of poultry and livestock growers who face revenue losses due to reduced placements related to 
COVID-19. 
 
SEC. 106. REPORTS RELATED TO MEAT AND POULTRY PROCESSING. – The bill requires a report on the 
availability and structure of U.S. meat and poultry processing, including ways to develop innovative 
processing partnerships that would increase resiliency and flexibility of processing capacity. The bill also 
requires a report on the availability of financing for new and existing meat and poultry processing and 
provides $16m for grants for feasibility and marketing studies for new and existing meat and poultry 
processors 
 
TITLE II—DAIRY 
 
SEC. 201. DAIRY DIRECT DONATION PROGRAM. –The bill provides $500 million to pay for milk to be 
processed into dairy products and donated to non-profit entities (food banks, feeding programs, etc.). 
Under the framework of the program, the dairy processor and non-profit develop a plan for donation 
and distribution, that plan is reviewed by USDA, and USDA pays for the milk associated with the donated 
products at the current appropriate Class value. The bill allows USDA to adjust the existing Milk 
Donation Program payments to match the level of payment provided by this new, emergency program. 



 

 
SEC. 202. SUPPLEMENTAL DAIRY MARGIN COVERAGE PAYMENTS. – The bill provides necessary cash 
flow assistance to small- and mid-sized dairies that have grown over the last seven years by establishing 
supplemental margin coverage based on the difference between 2019 actual production and Dairy 
Margin Coverage production history. 
 
SEC. 203. RECOURSE LOAN PROGRAM FOR COMMERCIAL PROCESSORS OF DAIRY PRODUCTS. – The bill 
provides $500 million for USDA to carry out a recourse loan program for dairy processors, packagers, 
and merchandisers. 
 
SEC. 204. DAIRY MARGIN COVERAGE PREMIUM DISCOUNT FOR A 3-YEAR SIGNUP. – The bill supports 
DMC as an effective risk management tool, reducing the cost of DMC premiums for operations that 
commit to participating in the program for 2021-2023 by providing a payment worth 15% of annual 
premium costs. 
 
TITLE III—SPECIALTY CROPS AND OTHER COMMODITIES 
 
SEC. 301. SUPPORT FOR SPECIALTY CROP SECTOR. – The bill provides $500 million in additional funding 
to support specialty crop farmers and address COVID-19 specialty crop supply chain issues at the state 
level via the farm bill’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  
 
SEC. 302. SUPPORT FOR LOCAL AGRICULTURAL MARKETS – The bill provides $350 million in additional 
funding to support local farmers, farmers markets, and value-added production for farmers and outlets 
who are impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions through the farm bill’s LAMP program. The bill 
temporarily waives matching requirements for these additional funds. 
 
SEC. 303. SUPPORT FOR FARMING OPPORTUNITIES TRAINING AND OUTREACH. – The bill provides $50 
million to the farm bill’s FOTO grants to support groups providing beginning and socially disadvantaged 
farmers and ranchers with financial, operational, and marketing advice in this difficult market. The bill 
temporarily waives matching requirements for these additional funds. 
 
SEC. 304. SUPPORT FOR FARM STRESS PROGRAMS. – The bill provides $84 million to be distributed as 
block grants to state departments of agriculture for use to support existing farm stress programs. 
 
SEC. 305. SUPPORT FOR PROCESSED COMMODITIES. – The bill provides direct support for biofuels 
plants and cotton textile mills that are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
TITLE IV—COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION (CCC) 
 
SEC. 401. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE. – The bill amends the CCC Charter Act to add authority for the 
Secretary to deal with removal and disposal of livestock and poultry due to supply chain interruption 
during a public health emergency. 
 
SEC. 402. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION AND REPORT. – The bill amends the CCC Charter Act to 
require Congressional notification before disbursement of CCC funding.  It clarifies the CCC reporting 
requirements to Congress. 
 



 

TITLE V—CONSERVATION 
 
SEC. 501. EMERGENCY SOIL HEALTH AND INCOME PROTECTION PILOT PROGRAM. – The bill expands 
the Conservation Reserve Program Soil Health Incentive Pilot Program, giving producers facing uncertain 
planting and market conditions an option for a 3-year contract and the ability to receive an up-front, 
lump sum payment. 
 
 
TITLE VI—NUTRITION 
 
SEC. 602. SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – The bill increases both the SNAP 
benefit level by 15% and the minimum benefit from $16 to $30 per month for small households until 
September 30, 2021 and provides $300 million through FY2022 to defray administrative 
costs.  Additionally, it lifts mandatory work requirements for SNAP for one year, excludes the Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation as countable income for SNAP benefit calculation, increases waiver 
reporting requirements for USDA, and prevents students from losing SNAP eligibility due to work study 
or job loss during the pandemic. 

SEC. 603. SNAP HOT FOOD PURCHASES. -  The bill directs USDA to allow households to use SNAP to 
purchase hot foods at currently authorized SNAP retailers during this public health emergency. 
 
SEC. 604. SNAP NUTRITION EDUCATION FLEXIBILITY. - The bill provides flexibility for SNAP Nutrition 
Education in certain situations to assist with the distribution of non-congregate school meals 
 
SEC. 605. FLEXIBILITIES FOR SENIOR FARMERS’ MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM – Permits easing of 
current in-person rules to more safely and efficiently serve seniors during the public health emergency. 
 
SEC. 606. FLEXIBILITIES FOR THE FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. - The bill 
provides flexibilities for the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, including waiving the 
non-Federal share requirement for FDPIR funds provided under the CARES Act. The bill also allows SNAP 
households on Indian reservations who are unable to access SNAP retailers due to the COVID-19 
outbreak to receive FDPIR. 
 
TITLE VII—RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
SEC. 701. ASSISTANCE FOR RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE BORROWERS. – Provides assistance via 
competitive grants to Rural Electrification Act electric and telecom borrowers who are dealing with 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on their operations, including covering the cost of forgiving 
ratepayer debt, to ensure they may continue to provide critical services to rural communities. 


